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To be Continued TurEspays and FrRiDarys. 





And Ob! in vain from Fate we fly, 
Since firft, or laft, as all muft die ; 


So "tis as much decreed above, 


That firft, or laf, we all muft love. 


”* 


L. Lanfd. 





TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26. 


1734. 





SHALL devote this Day’s 
Paper to the Service of THE 
Farr Sex; not that I think 
they have fo immediate Occafion 
for a2 PROMPTER, as Ours; but 
to gratify my own Inclination, in 

: giving them the carlicft Tefti- 
monies of my Affection and Regard for them. 





~ Our great Countryman SHAKESPEARE, who 
had ftudied human Nature, and penetrated into 
its inmoft Receffes, has obferved in one of his 
Plays, That he whofe Soul is not touch’d with 
Harmony, is fit for Murders, Plots, &c.; intimating, 
that there is nothing fo bad, but what may be ex- 
pected from an infenfible, unmufical Soul. 


To bring this Obfervation a little nearer to my 
refent Purpofe ; How unfit for the Office of 
ROMPTER (not to fay any thing worfe of him) 
would he be, that fhould want 2. juft Senfibility 
for the FArrR'SEx, who may, Without Flattery, 
be called, The PERFECTION ef Harmony! For 
what elic is Beauty, or Harmony, but Symmetry 
of Sounds and Colours ? Beauty, even in inanimate 
Things, commands a pleafing Attention; Symme- 
try, and Order, ftrike the moft indifferent Eye ; 
But a proper Senfation on the Sight of Beauty, the 
unqueition’d Prerogative of the faireft Part of the 
Creation, is effential ro the PROMPTER: For 
who can prompt that does not fee/ the Paffions ? 


I MENTION this, that, (as in the Courfe of 
thefe Papers I may poflibly fhew a very great Ten- 
derne’s for my fair Readers, and be very watchful 
how they may play their Parts) | may not on that 
Account be mif-interpreted, or have a generous 
for them founded upon true Principle, 
‘afcrib’d to any low, or droffy Paffion. 


THE Prophecy contained in the Motto of this 
Paper fhall be the Subje& of it. I believe I need 
not recommend Attention in my fair Readers ; 
they are too nearly concerned, to be indifferent. As 
it is a Part, in which they mutt all appear, one 
time or other, it is natural for them to defire to 
appear to Advantage. 


THe Scene then lies in the human Heart: — 
But as the Beauty and,Grace of all Actors, is greater, 
or lefs, as they approach Nature, fo fhe that would 
be accounted a good Actrefs, muft be well acquainted 
with the Nature of the Paffion fhe is to reprefent. 


THERE is nothing more generally believed by 
all, to be kwowm, and lefs underftood, in fact, than 
Love. As Plants receive a Tincture from the Soil 
in which they grow, fo Love too often receives a 
ftrong Colouring from the Temper of the Lover. 
Hence that Variety which we fee on the Theatre of 
the World—The Platonick, and Senfral ; the Fea- 
lous, and Indifferent ; the Conftant, and Roving ; the 
Over-warm, and Too-cool ; the Difinterefted, that 
has the Happinefs of the Object beloved, in view; 
and the Inerefted, that only confults his own. The 
si Difficulty then is, to keep the Paflion free 

rom any Bya/s that may influence its Genuinenefs. 


‘THE different Notions that are conceived of 
Love, make it next to an Im pa to define 
it to the Satisfaction of Every-body ; fince we are, 
all of us, too apt to credit what we feel ourfelves, 
and think that alone juff; not reflecting, that if 
the Object of our Senfation be improper, the Sen- 
fation itfelf, tho’.a matural one, is improper, and of 
courfe not the true one. To make myfelf better 
underftood : Thofe that fpiritualize the Pajffiow be- 

ond its due Bounds, have no Notion of the tender 
Efletts of perfonal Merit. They think a Sympathy 
of Souls the owly Characteriftick of that Paffion, 
and leave all other Confiderations behind. Thofe, 
on the contrary, that are too much fwayed by 
corporeal Beauty, require little or no Addition te 
it. They both feel a Paffon ; but each mif-calls 
his Paffion Love. And fo of the reft of Love's 
Votaries. 


To come then at a true Knowledge of this 
Paffion, it is neceflary to examine it abftractedly, 
or rather philofophically. My fair Readers need not 
be alarmed at the Word Philofophically, that kind 
of Philofophy being better taught, and fooner /earzt, 
in their Schools, than in thofe of Athens, or ot 


Rome. 
THE 














THE true, and only Object of Love, is Beauty. 
He, therefore, (and only he) that can taffe Beauty, 
can feel Love. But there are two kinds of Beauty, 
mental and corporeal ; whence Love, of Neceffity, 
can never be the Refult of oze only: A Savage 
may tafte the Laff, that can have no Idea of the 
Firft ; whereas none can taffe the Firf?, without 
having, not only an Idea of the Lajf, but a Capa- 
bility of it. Butthere are a Number of Indelicates 
in the World, that tafte Beauty. ov/y, as the Eye 
takes in Light, forcibly : The Impreffion indeed lives 
in the Eye, but paffively; nor can it deferve the 
Namie of Tafte, till the Mind awakens it to Senti- 
ment. The Difference then between true Pajfion, 
and what may be felt by the human Heart, is the 


Part which the Mind takes; and Love, at length, 


may be definnd, A coNsctous EFFECT OF 
BEAUTY. 


Tue Cue, then, that I would give my pretty 
Readers in general, is, mot to be led by the Eye 
alone. 1 do not offer them the Counter-Caution, 
{ince they feldom take the Pains, to difcover a beau- 
tiful Mind thro’ an‘ indifferent, or an ugly Mask. 
They generally ftop at firft Appearances ; and unlefs 
the Profpect invite, feldom walk into the Mind: 
Whereas it is inconceivable what Pains they'll take 
to find out Beauties in a Mind prettily lodged : Nay 
fome will fic down contented in the Hoz/e, tho’ 
there be xo Inhabitant¥ at all, or, what is yet worfe, 
tho’ it be haunted an evil Spirit. As an En- 
couragement, however, for them to /ook in, tho’ 
the Outfide may not tempt the Sight, I will venture 
to affure them, that the greater a Man’s Sez/e is, 
the higher will his Seztiments of Love be, and his 
Paffion the more permanent. 


Were You, Ye Fair, but cautious whom you truft ; 
Did You but know, how feldom Foous are juft: 
So many of. Your Sex would not, in vain, 
Of perjur'd Man, and broken Vows, complain; 
Of all the various Wretches Love has made, 
How Few have been, by Men of Senfe, betrayd! 
Convined by Reafon, They Your Pow’r confe/s, 
Pleas’d to be happy, as Youre pleas’d to ble/s ; 
And, confcious of Your Worth, can never lov 
You lefs. 


HrTHErRro I have talk’d of Love as a Philo- 
fopher ; I may hereafter treat it in a Manner more 
agreeable to the Ladies, and interfperfe fome Sen- 
timents, that may make them look upon the 
PROMPTER as a Perfon that can fee/ the Paifion 
he defcribes. In the mean time, I fhall prefent 
them with two different Pictures of Beauty, drawn 
from the Life ; that if any of my pretty Readers 
fhould take it in their Heads to defire to look 
lovely in THe Promprer’s Eye, they may.have 
a Cue to judge what kind of Beauty can touch his 


ee 


Heart, and infpire him with the nobleft of Paf. : 
fions. 


WHEN I behold the beautiful Marr ANDA, » 
adorn’d with Youth and Innocence ; when I behold 


‘the lovelieft of Complexions, enrich’d with the | 


moft regular and pleafing Features, and warm’d § 
with the pureft Blood, which no unbecoming De- | 
fires {pread over her Face ; when, in her Eyes, I 
read the Thoughts that {well her Bofom, and give 
her Soul to my View; when fhe lays herfelf more 
open {till to my Admiration, and adds Words o © 
Looks, that never contradict each other; when ? 
fhe goes yet further, and, in the general Courfe of 
her Behaviour, ‘I fee Complacency, true Regard, de- @ 
cent Mirth, and agreeable Sobriety, blended toges * 
ther in fuch a manner, that an Action,’ which 
in another would be indifferent, in MIRANDA 
bears the Stamp of Merit : —How ineftimable would 
fuch a Companion be-! But whch I turn my Eyes 
on her Sifter BELINDA, and fee a Form equal 
in. Beauty to Mrranpa’s, animated only by a Con- 
fcioufuefs of her own Beanty 5 when I fee Pride, ? 
or Scorn, for ever peeping out of her Eyes, and J, 
Folly /peakiseeyreriqere’;. Mouth; when ev 
Motion of “Bair of OMpanied with an Af- 
fectation, vgs aoe g¢hoider, and tending to 
infpire Love, that ee -xercife Tyranny ; when & 
ev'ry Action is tizg’d with Se/f-Love, and want of ' 
Regard for evry one elfe,; — I cannot help being 
concern’d, that Beauty fhould a2 fo unnatural 
Part, as to turn its Arms againft, and kill itfelf. | 


P+ 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


S fome of my Readers may have obferv'd thd, 

B at the Bottom of the firft Side turn’d into a 
P, and tranfported to the other Side, and as their 
Curiofity may rife high enough, to feck within them- 
felves a Reafoz for this Change: To prevent any 
Lofs of Time, which fuch an Enquiry might occafion 
them, I think myfelf obliged to inform them, that 
P ftands for Prompter, as B does for Broomftick, 
and that, whether B leads the Van, or P brings up 
the Rear of my Paper, I do not go out of my Cha- 
racter, but ftill am a Broomftick, or a Prompter. 
I am the lefs ferupuious in varying the Stigmata 
from my Name to my Commiffion, as I think I bave 


a Right, independent of my Readers, to ufe one ot 


other, indifferently, and place them on which Side I. 
think fit, without affigning any particular Reafont 
hereafter for fo doing. I can’t help adding, that’ 
one great Reajon for this (my prefent) Condefcenfion 
has been, chiefly, to turn the Eyes of the Lovers 
of Literal Criticifm to the Body, and. uot the Ex- 
tremities of my Paper, by explaining thefe two 
Letters, which otherwife would have engroffed their 
whole Attention, and deprived them of the Pleafure 
Ev'ry-body muft, if theyll believe me, take in tht 
PROMPTER’s Company. 





—_ 
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